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PROGR AMME

Tchaikovsky (1840-1893): Variations on a Rococo Theme, Op. 33

Conductor: Lu Jia

Cello: Vincent Lu Jia

Macao Orchestra

The organizer reserves the right to alter the programme and/ or the cast of performers.
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PROGRAMME NOYTES

Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky: Variations on a Rococo Theme, Op. 33

At the end of 1876, Tchaikovsky composed successively three orchestral works vastly
different in style: the colorful Marche slave, Op. 31, the tragic, sweeping Francesca da
Rimini, Op. 32 and the elegant, moderate Rococo Variations, Op. 33.Tchaikovsky was, at
that time, in both mental and economic crises. Some biographers regard the Rococo

Variations an emotional escape for the composer.

The work was dedicated to the cellist Wilhelm Fitzenhagen, who extensively revised
it, and even changed the order of the variations. However, his performances were
very successful both in Russia and abroad, leading to Franz Liszt's accolade that "here,
at last, there is music." Fitzenhagen thus helped to build Tchaikovsky's international

renown.

"Rococo" is an 18" century artistic style that features asymmetry and grew
increasingly "ornate, florid, and playful." The theme of this work is not from that age,
but was an original one composed by Tchaikovsky. Nevertheless, the melody sounds
elegant and is full of decorative turns. The solo part is very difficult, encompassing
the full range of the cello. And there's no pause for the soloist to have a rest. The
musicologist Eric Blom comments: "The manners here are perfect. The lightness of
the music saves the cello from the temptation to whine, into which it falls notoriously
easily. The theme is admirably suited to variation treatment: sufficiently simple in
outline to bear elaboration and so clear in structure as to remain recognizable in

disguise."

Programme Notes by Yang Ning
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l ' j I A Music Director and Principal Conductor

Maestro Lu Jia has risen to international acclaim with his expertise and soul-touching interpretation
of symphonies and operas for decades. Lu is now the Music Director and Principal Conductor of
the Macao Orchestra, while also serving as Artistic Director of the Music at the National Centre
for Performing Arts (NCPA) and the Principal Conductor of the China NCPA Orchestra. His
interpretation of the Austro-German symphonies, operas and French impressionist music have been
unanimously approved and applauded by audiences and professionals from the originating countries of
these masterpieces. He conducts dozens of concerts and over ten operas in music halls and theatres
all over the world and directs production of several new works and operas every year, with these

captivating performances becoming an indispensable cultural indicator of those places.

The music career of Maestro Lu Jia inherits the excellent artistic traditions of the East and West. Born
to an artistic family in Shanghai, he studied music with his parents from childhood. Later, teenage Lu
went to Beijing and studied conducting under the famous Chinese conductor Zheng Xiaoying in the
Central Conservatory of Music. Out of his strong enthusiasm for music, he continued his studies in the
Hochschule der Kunste Berlin in Germany (now UdK Berlin), studying under Professor Hans-Martin

Rabenstein and Professor Robert Wolf.

In 1990, most unexpectedly, Lu participated in the first Antonio Pedeotti International Conducting
Competition in Trento, Italy, and won the First Prize and the Judges' Prize, which started his conducting
career. In 1990, he began to serve as music director of the Teatro Comunale Giusseppe Verdi di Trieste,
where he became the first Asian conductor to serve as director of a national opera house in Italy. In
co-operation with the orchestra and chorus of the company, he was the first Chinese conductor to
record and release the complete five symphonies works of Felix Mendelssohn. Later, he was appointed
as the music director and principal conductor of Opernhaus Dortmund in Germany, I'orchestra di
Toscana in Italy, I'orchestra international d'ltalia, I'orchestra di Roma, the Norrkoping Symphony
Orchestra in Sweden, and world-famous Arena di Verona, among others. Lu recorded and released
the entire orchestral music of the doyen of Swedish composers, Ingvar Lidholm, with the Norrkoping
Symphony Orchestra, and these works remain the most complete recordings of Lidholm's work to

date.

In 2006, the Italian President Giorgio Napolitano conferred a medal to Maestro Lu as recognition for
his significant contribution to music for many years. In 2008, the La Gazza Ladra conducted by Maestro

Lu at the Pesaro Rossini Opera Festival was acclaimed the ‘Best Opera of the Year'in Europe.



Over the past decades, he has been a guest conductor with many world leading orchestras and opera
houses, leading thousands of operas and concerts and releasing dozens of records; he has also devel-
oped a close friendship with renowned artists such as Placido Domingo, Valeriy Sokolov, Joshua Bell
and Viktoria Mullova. Lu was the first Chinese conductor ever to lead the Chicago Symphony Orches-
tra and has cooperated with the Bayerische Staatsoper in Munich, the Deutsche Oper Berlin, La Scala
in Milan, the Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra, the Bamberg Symphony, the Orchestra dell’Accademia
Nazionale di Santa Cecilia in Rome, the Lyon National Orchestra in France, City of Birmingham Sym-
phony Orchestra in Britain, Oslo Philharmonic in Norway, the Finnish Radio Symphony Orchestra as
well as all the major Chinese orchestras. In 2013, he conducted a concert with the Royal Concert-
gebouw Orchestra at the Beijing National Centre for the Performing Arts, which received enthusias-
tic acclaims from the audience. In addition to conducting, he was among the jury board for Placido
Domingo's Operalia, The World Opera Competition in 2012, making him the first-ever Chinese jury
in this influential opera competition. In 2017, Maestro Lu Jia was one of the overseas representatives
attending the CPPCC National Conference, and on May 14 he directed the concert dedicated to the
I'st “Belt and Road Forum” held in Beijing, with a performance highly praised by both Chinese and for-
eign leaders. In the same year, he received the Great Wall Friendship Award from the Beijing Municipal

Government for his outstanding contributions to the city in 2014, 2015 and 2017.

Since his tenure as Music Director and Principal Conductor of the Macao Orchestra in 2008,
Maestro Lu Jia has propelled the orchestra to notable new heights with meticulous training, refined
arrangement of programme repertoires and strict selection of guest artists in cooperation. He has
for many times led the orchestra on tour in Austria, Switzerland, Portugal, Japan, Korea and Taiwan,
plus regular concerts in China's major cultural capitals such as Beijing and Shanghai to expand Macao's
cultural influence and lift the orchestra’s reputation in the world. He also spearheaded collaboration
between the Macao Orchestra with other world famous orchestras and choirs to stage large-scale
musical works which would have been impossible in the past and thereby introducing brand new
offerings to local audience. It is Maestro Lu's great honour and pleasure to contribute to the cultural
development of Macao. He hopes to further serve the community and continue to lead the orchestra
as the cultural ambassador of Macao, enabling the world to recognise Macao's charisma in art and

culture whilst promoting Macao's cultural image to the world.
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l' ]IA Cello

Vincent Lu Jia graduated with distinction (Auszeichnung) from the Hochschule fir Musik und Tanz K&In
in Germany under Professor Claus Kanngiesser, before receiving his Master's Degree in Performance
from the University of Music and Performing Arts in Vienna under Professor Valentin Erben, and influ-
enced deeply by Professor Heinrich Schiff by playing in his master classes. He has received numerous
prizes in solo and ensemble international competitions, successfully collaborating with professional
orchestras in Europe performing cello concertos and with renowned ensemble groups such as the
Alban Berg Quartet, Tokyo String Quartet and so on, for chamber music, Lu has collaborated with
distinguished groups and institute all over the world such as Internationale Sommerakademie Lilienfeld
(Austria), Crescendo Summer Institude (Hungary), Central Conservatory of Music (Beijing China),
China Conservatory of Music (Beijing China), Xinghai Conservatory of Music (Guangzhou China).

From 2008 to 2013, he served as principal cello with the Jena Philharmonic Orchestra and the Aachen
State Opera Orchestra in Germany, whilst as lecturer at the Liszt School of Music Weimar: Since 2013, Lu
has been serving as principal cello for Macao Orchestra and as lecturer at the Macau Academy of Per

forming Arts. Lu has been invited as guest principal cellist at National Centre of Performing Arts Orchestra.

Lu's performance is recognised widely and his performance has been recorded and broadcasted by
OREF in Vienna Austria and RTHK in Hong Kong. World renown conductors Lu has collaborated with

includes, Nicholas Milton, Fabrice Bolton, Marc Tardue, LU Jia, Adrienne Kim, Francis Kan etc.
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Where East Meets West, Past Connects with Present

Formed in 1983, the Macao Orchestra (OM) is a professional ensemble under the
auspices of the Cultural Affairs Bureau of the Macao S.A.R. Government. OM is now
a distinguished orchestra of Asia, performing Chinese and Western classics through-
out the times. It has also played a key role in the music and cultural life of Macao

residents and overseas audiences.

In 2001, OM was extended into an orchestra with double winds; today, it has devel-
oped into a small-to-medium-sized orchestra of around 60 outstanding musicians
from more than ten countries and regions. In 2008, Maestro Lu Jia commenced his
tenure as Music Director and Principal Conductor of the Orchestra, initiating the
convention of “Concert Seasons” and in each season 90 different concerts and out-
reach programme would be held, presenting to the public, comprehensively and sys-

tematically, classics from both Western and Chinese.

The Orchestra collaborates regularly with numerous internationally renowned musi-
cians, conductors and ensembles including Placido Domingo, Krystian Zimerman, Ste-
phen Kovacevich, Boris Berezovsky, Leonidas Kavakos, Barry Douglas, Sergio Azzolini,
Kirill Gerstein, Ivan Martin, Yulianna Avdeeva, Henning Kraggerud, Stefan Vladar, Mario
Brunello, Fou Ts'ong, Lang Lang, Yundi Li, Sarah Chang, Ning Feng, Jian VWang, Tan Dun,
Daniel Oren, the Teatro Regio Torino, the English National Ballet, the Philadelphia
Orchestra, the Latvian National Opera, the Lithuanian National Opera and Ballet
Theatre, and the Korean Chamber Orchestra, etc. In addition, OM has regularly been
invited to perform in Mainland China and overseas, participating in the 2015 Austria
Bruckner Festival as China’s representative and attending the music festival “La Folle

Journee au Japon”in Japan 2016.1n 2017 and 2019, the Orchestra also participated in



the “Belt and Road" International Music Season in Shenzhen, leaving its footprints in
at least 30 cities across China as well as Austria, Switzerland, Hungary, Portugal, Spain,
the US.A,, Japan and Korea, etc. In March 2018, OM made its first tour in Myanmar
for cultural exchange and in October of the same year the Orchestra participated
in the Shanghai International Arts Festival, receiving acclaim from the audience with
its exquisite performance and refined, subtle performance style while demonstrat-
ing Macao’s cultural achievements. In celebration of the 20" anniversary of Macao’s
Return to the Motherland, the 70" Anniversary of the Founding of the People 's Re-
public of China, and the 80" Anniversary of the Premiere of the Yellow River Cantata,
in November 2019, Macao Orchestra was invited by Beijing's China NCPA Orchestra
and the Zhuhai Huafa and CPAA Grand Theatre to take part in a concert featur-
ing profoundly historic and contemporary Chinese works, thus honouring this much

commemorable historic occasion.

Since 2018, the Orchestra has officially launched the “Young Audience Programme”
to provide a variety of wonderful musical events for young people of different ages
to enhance their appreciation of classical music. In addition, at community level, the
Orchestra has held the “Music for All" concert series, bringing music to campuses,
communities and disadvantaged groups, thus greatly expanding the target audience

for classical music, and even helping younger talents to realise their musical dreams.
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EE eIt Music Director and Principal Conductor
=E Lu Jia
BhitEiE Assistant Conductor
[5EE12S Francis Kan
B—MEE First Violins
FER (REeEEE) Melody Wang (Acting Concertmaster)
FBAIE (REsEaEs) Hou Zezhou (Acting Associate Concertrmaster)
= Wang Yue **
ZREE Guo Qing
B2 Cao Hui
MEFS Xing Huifang
wia Yang Keyan
BB Zhou Chen
PREK L Chen Yanle
b Wang Hao
BMEE Second Violins
=i Li Na **
2] LuoYa
24y N Liang Mu
ZRRR Guo Kang
FRF Wang Xiaoying
EREE Zheng Ligin
(E3] Xu Yang
FHFIER - FehI Denis Kriger
= Violas
=95 Xiao Fan **
Zlg Li Jun
£ 5 Cai Lei
=¥ Lu Xiao
=A% Li Yueying

RIESE Yuan Feifei
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** BREREE/ Section Principal

Cellos

Zhang Taiyang ™
Marko Klug

Yan Feng
Kuong Pou Lei
Zhong Guoyu

Radim Navratil

Double Basses
Tibor Toth **
Chen Chao
Ho Ka Pek *

Flutes
Weng Sibei **

Veronika Csajagi
Oboes
Kai Sai **

Tina Che *

Clarinets

Michael Geoffrey Kirby **

Cheang Ka In *

Bassoons
Yung Tsangshien **
Zhu Wukun

Horns
WA Tianxia **

Ng Pui | *

" RIBEEEREE / Acting Section Principal  * ZJESEEM / Guest Musician
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General Manager
Rebecca Chou

Administrative Assistant
Yan Chan

Artistic Planning and Music Education

Meimei Cheong

Orchestra Management
Keith long
Nicholas Tang

Marketing and Public Relations
Wong Ka

Maisie Lao

Production
Alex Wong
Luisa Ng
Johnson Chu

Librarians
Beryl Lee

Tam Pou |

Executives
Emma Lao
Teresa Lau
Ng Wai Wong

Cecilia Rosa Sequeira

MACA® ORCHESTRA
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OM Friends

Served as a bridge between the Macao
Orchestra and music fans, OM Friends have
been actively organising different activities
to promote affinity and cohension with its
members. It also provides a platform for its
members to gather, exchange ideas and meet
friends through music. We also hold different
events for the audience to participate in order
to nurture their interest and appreciation of

classical music concerts.

Free application. Come join us!

Music Points

Accumulated
music points

Every 1000 points

$100 cash rebate

(deducted from the next purchase)

Rewards

+Members can earn reward points by
purchasing the Macao Orchestra concert
tickets. Every one pataca counts as one reward
point. An accumulation of 1000 reward points
will be rebated $100 which is to be deducted
in the next concert ticket purchase. The
rebate can be used in conjunction with the

membership 30% discount offer*

« The rewards points are valid for a year effective
I** January each year. All reward points must

be used before 31*

December each vyear as
reward points cannot be accumulated. Reward
points can neither be exchanged for cash nor

can they be transferred to another member.

*
Each member enjoys a rebate of $100 in one purchase. The
balance cannot be returned and that purchase will not earn the

member any reward points.
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Exclusive for OM Friends

Y Enjoy 30% discount on regular tickets
(40% discount in the first 14 days after

the box office opns)*

Y% OM Friends are welcome to reserve
tickets for all free admission concerts in
advance and are not required to queue

at the concert venues.

¥¢ Join the “Music Points”

Y Enjoy Discount Offers at Selected

Partners

¥¢ The Macao Orchestra holds activities
such as meet-the-artist sessions and
open rehearsal regularly to bring you

closer to your favourite artists.

Y¢ OM Friends can get the Orchestra’s

most updated news by emails.
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Be OM Friends

BEAEH / Personal Info

I / Surname 42, | First Name
MR / Sex: O8 /M O#/F
H 4 HER / Date of Birth / /

WAL / Contacts

{F3E / Address

g4 / Telephone F1# / Mobile

EEES / Email Address

KRELIWRIHEFALL / | would like to receive the Newsletter:
O EEFX / By emalil O FHAEAEX /By SMS
O #BZF / By post

O S / Wechat  ( HSTRAE Wehcat id : )

®HEEE / Language

mR==hvg 0O English

REE R NBS TP ERELBAR “RFREZR K - EE (853)2853 Oc6s HBHE
omfriends@icm.govmo ° F¥IEPIENE (853)2853 0782 &) °

To become a member; please fill out the form and mail it to “OM Friends”, Praca do Tap Seac, Edif. do Instituto Cultural,
Macau, fax it to (853) 2853 0666, or emalil it to omfriends@icm.gov.mo. For enquiries, please call (853) 2853 0782.
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