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Yellow River Cantata

LU ...(F Conducts Macao Orchestra,
China .zo,w> Orchestra and Chorus
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XIAN Xinghai, born in Macau, is one of the most representative composers in modern
Chinese history. His work, Yellow River Cantata, has lasted 80 years since its inception in
1939, as the Chinese people traveled the road of national liberation to cultural revival. To
commemorate the 80th anniversary of this song, to remember the life of XIAN Xinghai, and
as we look toward the 20th anniversary of Macau’s return to China, we are collaborating
with the Macao Orchestra to perform this grand chorus. We will salute the development of
Chinese music in last 100 years with this excellent concert devoted to the Chinese music.

The origin of Chinese music could be traced to “school music” at the end of the Qing
Dynasty. As churches and foreign schools introduced music to the curriculum, school
music entered a period of rapid development. When overseas students added Chinese
words to Japanese, European, or American music, songs were then heard around the
country. As radio and records became popular, rewritten international music fell out of
fashion, and was replaced by a new generation of original Chinese music. Chinese-written
songs grew rapidly and became the trend, including popular urban music, art songs, and Xy
patriotic songs for the times. >

We will perform many legendary songs, including representative art songs such as ZHAO
Yuanren's How Do | Not Miss Her, QING Zhu's | live at the Start of Yangtze River, HUANG
Zi's Three Wishes for the Rose, and patriotic songs such as Huang Zi's The Flag is Flying,
HE Lvding’s On the Jialing River, and XIAN Xinghai's On Mt. Taihang. These songs portrayed
the culture and emotions of their time, and their rich content still resonates today. We will
also perform the Wen Yiduo-written and LI Haiying-composed Song of Seven Sons: Macao,
and Zhang Qianyi's Beijing, to showcase musical development in the new China.

Yellow River Cantata could be considered a peak in Chinese choral music, symbolizing the

determination of the Chinese people in fighting against the invaders and
saving their country. Using the Yellow River, the origin of our culture, as
the background, the song showcased the events along the riverbanks
in order to inspire people to protect the Yellow River, northern China,
and all of China. In 2007, when Chang’e | was launched into space, the
soundtrack included Ode to Yellow River, part of Yellow River Cantata.

XIAN Xinghai used popular music to reveal cultural character in a newa &
way, he also used international features to make the music populag®™
everywhere. While he passed away in his prime, generations of musﬁf(':iaﬁs i
have sculpted this piece into a perennial creation, worthy of repf’ ‘n_ti‘gg ' 4
the united spirit of the Chinese people. “‘e?" 4

el 4 1

bunix |HS Ag

M3IAY3A0



(Ge3I))
EXRAEIPREEH
MES: K
(HEIEZRER)
EXRAEIPREEH
MES: K
(HF IR 8 4)
BRET: BN
WEE: TR
(ZREIL)
BRET: XN
WEE: TR
(=)
55 Wk
WEE: TR
(FRERTIL)
55 Wk
WEE: TR
(TEXITWLED
g &E
EXRAEIPEEIEH
WMES: K
(EFZI]
g Em=
ESE NG = =1 E]
WMES: K
(6=

ESE NG = =1 E]
WMES: K

(BAKEE)
B—RE: EAALKAER
LIRS EAM

B=RE mAZKREXR

BIURE: =AKIE
BRARE: s
BIRNFRE AR
BLERE: REEN
BIRE: RN EE
BE. REER
BRE: XER
BRIE: £RE

B RE

ER KRBT &% RHE
ExRRREFEEHE

FHRE

BTERL Bl / F=RE 37

HEH/ FHE T

R TTE Bl / XFK 57

BT iR [ I AREER 37

BEHH/ 2t

BEH/FZNE

GRS /AR A

FigE i/ B—2% 17

T — e / EIF 17

RS H [ RHEA F

g Bin/k. BFHD

WVY4d90dd

4,

Farewell Song

China NCPA Chorus
Piano: ZHANG Yue
Flags Are Fluttering
China NCPA Chorus
Piano: ZHANG Yue

How Can | Not Miss Her
Bass: GUAN Zhijing
Piano: SHEN Ye

On the Jialing River
Bass: GUAN Zhijing
Piano: SHEN Ye

Three Wishes of the Rose
Soprano: XU Xiaoying
Piano: SHEN Ye

I Live at the Source of the Yangtze River
Soprano: XU Xiaoying

Piano: SHEN Ye

On the Taihang Mountains

Lead singer: HAN Xue

China NCPA Chorus

Piano: ZHANG Yue

Songs of the Seven Sons (Macau)
Lead singer: DONG Jinglan
China NCPA Chorus

Piano: ZHANG Yue

Beijing ZHANG Qianyi / Lyr. QU Yuan
China NCPA Chorus

Piano: ZHANG Yue

SJ. P. Ordway / Lyr. LI Shutong

HUANG Zi / Lyr. WEI Hanzhang

ZHAO Yuanren / Lyr. LIU Bannong

HE Liting / Lyr. DUANMU Hongliang

HUANG Zi/ Lyr. LONG Qi

Qing Zhu / Lyr. LI Zhiyi

XIAN Xinghai / Lyr. GUI Taosheng

LI Haiying / Lyr. WEN Yiduo

Intermission

Yellow River Cantata
I. Yellow River Boatmen's Song
Il. Ode to the Yellow River
. The Yellow River Runs from the Sky
IV. The Yellow River Ditty
V. Responsorial on the Yellow River Side
Lead singers: Cao Ruidong and Tong Ziyang
VI. The Yellow River Lament
VII. Defending the Yellow River
VIII. Roar! Yellow River
Soprano: XU Xiaoying
Bass: GUAN Zhijing
Narrator: WANG Weiguo
Macao Orchestra
China NCPA Orchestra
China NCPA Chorus

XIAN Xinghai/ Lyr. GUANG Weiran
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